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The Industrial Revolution was a period in the late 18th and early 19th centuries when
major changes in agriculture, manufacturing, and transportation had a profound effect on
socioeconomic and cultural conditions in Britain and subsequently spread throughout the
world, a process that continues as industrialisation. The onset of the Industrial Revolution
marked a major turning point in human social history, comparable to the invention of
farming or the rise of the first city-states; almost every aspect of daily life and human
society was eventually influenced in some way.

The causes of the Industrial Revolution were complex and remain a topic for debate, with
some historians seeing the Revolution as an outgrowth of social and institutional changes
brought by the end of feudalism in Britain after the English Civil War in the 17th century.
As national border controls became more effective, the spread of disease was lessened,
therefore preventing the epidemics common in previous times. The percentage of
children who lived past infancy rose significantly, leading to a larger workforce.

One question of active interest to historians is why the industrial revolution occurred in
Europe and not in other parts of the world in the 18th century, particularly China, India,
and the Middle East, or at other times like in Classical Antiquity or the Middle Ages.
Numerous factors have been suggested, including ecology, government, and culture.
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