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  In this article I want to talk about 10 different ways you can write proper andclean css code as well as streamline the process and ensure you’re getting thejob done as quickly and efficiently as possible.

1. Always start with a CSS Reset
Writing CSS code can become a bit mundane when you’re having to writespecific code over and over again just to get various browsers to display yourlayout the same. That is where CSS Reset’s come into play. With industryleaders likeEric Meyerreleasing a pretty kick ass css reset stylesheet, there’sreally no reason to not get all of your browsers ‘back to zero’ and build off of it.Some people have said that css reset stylesheets aren’t needed, but once youget used to the reset and what items you’re coding, it becomes much easier toensure that every browser is displaying items properly.

2. Indent your css rules for easierscanning
When you’ve got 500 lines of css code to sift through, it can become strainingon the eyes. So, instead of writing out the css code like this:

.classname {background: #FFF;border: 0;color: #252525;float
: left;margin: 0;padding: 0;}

You can indent the rules to make scrolling through the file and finding the propercss classes and ID’s easier.

.classname { background: #FFF; border: 0; color: #252525; f
loat: left; margin: 0; padding: 0;}

3. Comments are your very best friend
In the spirit of keeping your stylesheets clean and easy to read, comments aregoing to be a great way for you to keep things structured and clean. Bycommenting out blocks of code, the scanning process we mentioned abovebecomes another 10X easier because you can scan and look for items such asthe header, sidebar, content and footer code because you have each section ofcode commented like below.

 /********** HEADER code here **********/

Doing this will not only save you time scanning but will be great for your clientswhen you pass along the code – they’ll be able to find items easier, fix itemsthemselves and not have to email you 4-5 times a week for simple 1-2 minutechanges. The benefits of clean css code goes much deeper than making the filelook pretty.

4. One Rule = One Line … Multiple Rules= Multiple Lines
Following the simple rule above, you can cut down on the clutter in your css filesdrastically. Below you will see the two different ways you can write your css codeout – some people swear by putting everything on a single line, but I tend tobelieve in the above mentioned rules: one rule = one line, while multiple rules =multiple lines.

.classname { border: 0; }.classname { background: #FFF; bor
der: 0; color: #252525; float: left; margin: 0; padding: 0;
}

5. Stay consistant with your code
I’ve not only stayed cosistant in my css styles throughout stylesheets I’vewritten, but if you look at the various css code I’ve displayed in this article, you’llsee I have actually stayed consistant with them. It isn’t something you’ll tend tovisually notice on a daily basis, but over time you’ll begin to pick up patterns onhow you write specific lines of code and it will throw you off if you ever writesomething different. It makes things harder to find and runs your time up whenyou could have easily cured the problem by sticking to a specific style of writingfor your css stylesheet files.
For instance, if you’re writing everything in blocks of code to separate differentitems of the page for easy editing, keep with it. Don’t change the way you writeyour code every time you write a new stylesheet. It’s just not practical.

6. Separate your hacks and conditionalelements
Some people will swear against using any css hacks and scream something like“if the user can’t upgrade his browser, to hell with him!” – which we all know isnot something everyone is in the position to say. So, writing conditional elementsand various css hacks in your files becomes pretty much routine. But the ideathat all of it needs to be in one file is wrong (in my opinion). Separating themfrom your main style.css file will allow you to make edits and adjustments to thehacks and conditional elements easier, without effecting your main css code.
A sample of how to separate your files could be like the code below, which wouldgive you a separate stylesheet if your viewer is using any internet explorerbrowser less than IE8, along with your main style.css file and a print.css file(make sure you add the proper “” characters at the beginning and end of eachline in the code below):
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     link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/css/style
.css" media="screen, projection"     !--[if lt IE 8]       
link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/css/ie.css" me
dia="screen"       ![endif]--       link rel="stylesheet" t
ype="text/css" href="/css/print.css" media="print"

7. Learn (and use) shorthand code
Shorthand css code will allow you to speed up the writing process, cut down onclutter in your stylesheets and will allow you to find things much easier. So, whydo so many people still write out their css in a long hand format like this?!?!

.classname { margin-left: 1px; margin-right: 2px; margin-
bottom: 4px; margin-top: 1px;}

Writing the above code in shorthand format allow things to look so much cleaner.Shorthand code also follow the clockwise writing format – so each number (asseen below) goes like this: top, right, bottom, left.

.classname { margin: 1px 2px 4px 1px; }

8. Create and use a table of contents
Writing in a table of contents in the beginning of your stylesheet will allow you, aswell as anyone else viewing your css file, to find where the specific items in yourcode are before they even have to scroll. Need to find and edit your content codeto change a color of a specific piece of text? Looking at the table of contentsshows you that it’s the third header down in the css file. Coupled with the rulefrom above about adding in commented areas to separate blocks of code, thiswill help keep your code lean and mean – plus, very easy to edit.

/*****************************************************1. HE
ADER code2. NAVIGATION code3. CONTENT code4. SIDEBAR code5.
 FOOTER code***********************************************
******/

9. Keep your class and ID names easy tofollow
There’s nothing worse than going to edit a piece of code, only to find that theynamed their css code like this:

.wackyblueline5 { ... }.leftsidesection { ... }#bodyleftcur
ve2 { ... }

Picking the proper naming structure for your css classes and ID’s can help youdig through your stylesheet files as well as your html files, to edit the code. Iwould recommend sticking with names like this, which keep things clear andeasy to understand:

.sidebar-title { ... }.postwrap { ... }.main-
navigation { ... }

10. Alphabetize your css code for easierreading
This is one tip that I’ve just come to realize is actually worthwhile and one thatI’m beginning to use on a daily basis when writing css code. Alphabetizing yourrules will allow you to easily jump in, find the proper line of code you need to edit,change it and move on. Check out the code below and see how the beginningletters of each line go in alphabetical order, which allows you to easily scan andfind the proper line. Looking for font-size? well, you know where F comes in thealphabet, right? So finding it in these lines of code will be much easier.

.classname { border: 1px solid #dedede; color: #000; font-s
ize: 18px; line-height: 24px; margin: 48px; padding: 0; pos
ition: relative; z-index: 101;}
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